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JULIA GRAY, 
Or the Orphan. 


The work is too much with us; late and soon, 
Getting and epending, we lay weste our powers: 
Little we sce in nature that 8 ours} 

We have given var hearis away, a sordid boon ! 

WILIJAM WoORDEWoR TH. 


Never were two meno much less like cach 
other, than were two ve Laos | neighbours, 
Solomon Rayfield, and Patriok Doyle. In 
temper and in creed, these two were ites ; 
Solomon a Calvanist,and Patrick a Catholic, 
and both d d their respecti hurches ¢ 
very standard of truth. Solernon most prolific 
of tongue, and abundant iv quotation from his 
name-sake. Patrick, who is to figure in our ve- 
racious history, muulded to unbend stiffness 
of langu and belief, came young, “ The 
sweetest Isle of the Ocean ;" and if the assertion 
could not be proven, | would never dare state a | 
fact so incredible, sng O' Doyle was a man 

tious of speec 
“With edjuning f dled the two very 


ith adj fences, e | 

neat and well cultivated farms of RayGeld and | 
O' Doyle, both rising by rathera bold sweep from 
the banks of Chartier creek,a fine, clear, but | 
noisy stream. Rayfield, with his notable wife | 
Rath, or Ruthy, as he called her, and their little 
son and , were the contented inmates uf 
one cottage, whilst Patrick O' Doyle, who grufly 
muttered often between his teeth,“ Never be 
denied again,” inhabited alone, as to wife and | 
children, a very comfortable cabin. 

Facing the Kayfield and O' Doyle farms, rose 
another far more extensive than both put to- 

ther. Rising also, by a fine acclivity from the 
Grartiossand spread hike a painting, intention-— 
ally so disposed, swept the farm of Jamos Gray,' 
in full view from the {root doors and windows of 
Rayfield cottage. James Gray,and Jane, his 
wife, had brought with them to Chartier, one | 
most engaging child, a girl, Julia by mame, the | 
daughter of cer father’s first wife; and they) 
brought also, a much larger amouat of money, 
than generally enters intethe baggage of em- 
grants, and a prodigivusly swelled suin of aristo- 
cratic consequence. he money procured the 
farin, aud its fine set of merchant mills, from a 
man, who, to use a common proverb, “ Peeled an 
egs for another to eat ;" and the patnetan man- 
ners ensured respect aud hatred from their less 
wealthy neazhbours. 

for good, sound, plain, and discerning com- 
mou sense, and for sterling integrity, few stood 
equal, and none higher, in his country, than did 
Solomon Rayfield ; who to the duties of a Justice 
whichwere (orced upon him, had toshare pretty , 
nearly every vexatious arbitration over the 
whole vicimty. Being of the same church and 
congregation, Solomon Ray and James Gray 
were brought into the same temple weekly, and 
their public duties as magistrates, and | a 
ceteras, brought them very frequently into con- 
tact,in other days of the week; yet between 
these men, frie ip did not, nor could not ex- | 
ist. James Gray and his wife, decidedly the | 
most wealthy couple in the two counties, were 
probably the most miserable pair in either, 
why? A man gentle vender, they were ex-' 
oul alike in temper; aad had long ago ceased 
to agree in any but two things. and these were 
to Aate each other, and love money. | 


Divines of all creeds, and phi : rs of all 
schools, have, on one Te an gpa | 


























_ conclusion; and that cunclusion is, that meohes 


and happiness, du not —~ = dwell ther. 
Now, though | am nether a rise nor «ph ' 
pher, but simply a on earth, 

over it to see what | can see, | have ventu 
another conclusion; that is, that wealth is not 
happiness, but one of the elements of happiness, 
While passing along the vale of life, over which’ 
sunshine and storm alternately prevail, | have 
found kinduess of heart the ooly element insep- 
arable from happiness , and have found that same 
element, as inlepentont of coudition, as gold is 
of the rubbish ii which that precious metal is 
found. | 

Of the gold in the human bosom, Sulomon 
Rayfield bad his full share, and his neighbour 
James Gray,and Mrs. Gray his wife, not enough 
to reward ils extraction. Though members of 
the same church, between twosuch men friend- 
ship could pot exist, and even goud peighbour- 
ship was performed on one side, from a sense 
of duty, and on the other, by a sense of interest. 

The Rev. John Dancey, the spiritual guide of 
the Rayfield and Gray tamilies, was the pastor 
of a congregation, much more remarkal for 
the honesty of their hearts, and the sincerity of 
their devotion, than for the polish of their man- 
ners. Many long years did the minister and 
his flock meetin harmony weekly. The only 
complaint against their pastor, made by any one 
of these pioneers of the wilds of Chartier, was, 
that he was rather lavish of “Glad Tidings,” 
and trusted too litte to their memories. "Firs 
was, however, a mere speck on the sum of love 
and respect, and glad were the good people to 
meet each other and the mimster, once every 
week. Into this temple, not seldom, sat down 
also, Patrick O Doyle, though sometimes sayit 
vlaytully to his friend Rayfield,” A bee cau find 
voney from the thorn flower.” | 

Of all the sweet flowers ever blooming on Char- 
tier, none other ever bloomed more lovely than 
JuhaGray. Lovely in childhood, she was—not 
in any respect" .4 beauly im promue,” but every 
vbe who saw the little budding sprightly bru- 
nettle, except her parents, felt,and many rap- 
turously exclaimed,’ How Lamely !"' 

Mary Layton, aflerwards Mary Gray, the first 
wife of James Gray,‘and the mother of Julia, de- 
served a better fate than to be united to such a 
man, even i hus best days, and survived by only a 
few weeks the birth of ber clald; fallug a victim 
to that worst of cruelty to a fond wite neglect. 
Jane Gray,onuce the spoiled dependent of tus 
first, became his second wife, and eflectuaily 
revenged the murdered Mary, If James Gray 
Heglected his first wite, his second, did not ne 
glect James Gray ; and succeeded by the real 
terror she excel, Combaned with ihaginary 
evils lo Hnsetilc a bran, harrossed thus by actual, 
ahd to hits approhensign, rnpeading misery. 
Janes and Mary Gray, were only twoot the 
Rose-de Phorn-searehers, 
whreh it has been my tortune to meet with, be- 
tween the mouths of the Sabine and Passama- 
quuley, of the inany whe took tea 
times mere Palos to enbitter their lives, than 
would have boen necessary to have made them 
the delightof each other and of their neyhbuurs 
Nomanor woman was ever yet disappauted 
mthe aan of making themselves hated, and this 
couple succeeded just un proportion to therm re- 
spective talent tu be | ry, and 

o besupremely hated. Solomon Ray fet, 

ever dealt mw epithets of cemure, only 
Siyghod whee lus nearest peyghbours were named; 
but Patrick O Doyte. though so sparing of words, 
and warin ol heart, seldom named exther husband 
or wife, without finishing by a * Bud luck to 
them.” 

it will be only strange to those who have not 
reflected on the features of human society, what 
Lam now ready to assert. All those feehnags of 
disgust agaimel the wealthy Grays, very seldom 
appeared on the surface. In the ordinary and 
extraordinary walks of bie, all outward ¢ angs 
were on the Gray farm clothed just as on other 
fart ; and even the sarcastic O Doyie, whowas 
hke many other pioneers, a little of every trade 
was ver) often called tu do jobs at Gray's; went 
there, did the job, got his wages, and returned to 
hus cabin, just as be did fur Solomon Kayfheld, 
and filly others. Stop! my young readers, and 
before you call this hypacrisy, wait uot forty | 
years thore have passed ower your head, and ten | 
to one, but you will thea callit prudence. | can 
tell you, between friends, that were not the aflairs 
of the world thus couducted, the earth would be, 
a» far as man is concerned, one great sceve vf 
discord. 

To a close observer there appeared nothing of 
herd bearted atrocity in the character of James 
Gray, but he loved money, and pursued money 
for itself, and neglected eve A else; and 
among» the rest, his own child. With a view to 
great profit, which was indeed in the end real- 

, this man was induced, wuch tothe aston- 
ishment of even the man Who led haa imto the 
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and ouly two 


James, ase 


he | James Gray, became silent. 





yagement,to became security toa consider- 
edie aunouat. Elis intellects uever of high order 


where his rly WRs concerned, James 
the mo.nent bis name was 
ded hie pow aad cast any. omd ot 

. » and eac ni 
Creased its phagtoms, uatil J 
tink ne yes = vd, prehension 
tink to actua 5 ap 
what, in a majority of cases, never happens. 
At the age of forty, in ruins, was seen eee 
utter faturity, bewailing his loss, a man who 
at that time, perhaps no rin wealth in 
all western Pennsylvania. His tamily, and the 
workd ee its concerns, faded fi : 
view, one i 


his life a terrific dream. The step-mother and 
protector of little Julia, we have al sketched 
and need not add, that teartul i 
path of the orphan. ’ ’ 

under su 


James Gray took a turn ini 
childish - 
ceeded. His range was now the tangled woods, 
where, with curses load and fearful, and screams 
tuo ful for human ear, the very wild ani- 
mals of the forest, and the casual beiag of his 
own species who met him in his walks, alike fled 


his 5 
Nature could not long support such a condition 
of existence, and the unearthly maledictions of 
“ Where is he?" 
demanded one neighbour of another ;—none 
coukd answer. To do justice to his unworthy 
wim, in the case Wig bye added not 
hypocrisy to want ing, & was amongst 
the last to ask, and the most indifferent to an- 
swer,” Where is he.” 

That question must be a very stirring one, 
which continues to interest any portion of the 

t world through one whole week, and taki 
{her way towards oblivion, the name and fate 
James Gray, had y nearly floated out of the 
little fraction of the world watered by Chartier, 
by the next Sunday morning after he had been 
seen by several persons. Sunday morning, _ 
ticularly in summer, is in a country place, w 
friends have but one place of ral meeting, 
a most important little era. Tothose not fash- 
oop Le city manners, let their Se belief 

what it may, the sight must ly inter- 
esting, to see old and young, in decent dress, 
coming together in peace and harmony, free 
from toil, and with one voice chaunting a hyme 
to the auTHoR oF ALL Berne. That hymn had 
rose and ceased in the Meeting House of Jubn 
Dancey, and the Pastor himselt, bad read : 

“Aad | find move buier than Death, the womaa 
whose heart uw anaves and nets, and he: hands as bands: 
whoso pleaseth God, shail escape trom her; but the 
auner shall be takea by het.” Kecista rn. 4b, 

In true singleness of heart the preacher took 
his text, in a mystical sense, intending by “ The 
Woman,’ the evil propensities of the human 
heart, but there was one hearer who received the 
words literally. This was Mrs. Gray, and the 
words,“ The woman whose heart is snares,” was 
no svoner pronounced, than she had to eacount- 
er every cye in the Meeting louse, who could 
get a sight of her, and bad her cars greeted by 
many a heartfelt groan. Llow she fell,was never 
known by man, for the reverend gentleman 
had just commenced the division of his subject 
into hve heads, with a conclusion, and the mem- 
bers of his Congregation were adjusting their 
seats and their patience for a long sitting, when 
priest and laity were electrified, as in rushed 

atrick O' Deyle, aS pabuarty mprn od fea- 
tures st ly agitated, without y or 
Samtheln alaarten very deliberately, “1 have 
found him.” 

Who he had found was surmised at once by 
all present, and as they rose from their seats, the 
minister merely na » “ Where?" and 
O'Doyle as sententiously replied,“ In the Mill 

m.” The service was at an end for that day, 
as all the cong tion hurried after Patrick 
O' Doyle. The body was removed toshore, and as 
the Coroner of the county was accidentally pre- 
sent, an immediate inquest was held, one mem- 
ber of which was the Rev. John Dancey, and 
another Solomon Rayfield. 

It was one instance of such an inquest, on 
which the members were not compe to vio- 
late their real convictions from any mistaken 





too apparent for 

heaft of Mr. Dancey, was powerfully affected, 
his language was only short of inspiration. His 
common prolixity dissappeared, and in the case 
before us,a short address wrung the heart of 
every hearer. The utter worthlessness of wealth, 
as an END, and not as a MEANS, seemed to 
come to their souls as from the lips of inspiration. 
And were not indeed the words the expression 
of Inspiration ? 

Not all the influence, however, of Mr. Dancey, 
Solomon Rayfield and one or two more, cou 
procure for the remains of Gray a rest place, 
in what in common custom had been called his 
burying ground. Here a cord was touched 
which sounded harshly in its vibrations. “ His 
soul is in the hands of his Gow, with that we dare 
not, we wish not to meddle,” said the elders and 
the far greater part of the congregation ratified 
the decision, * But let him rest in what he called 
his own land.” 

In land once his own, and in a deep and wood- 
ed vale, not far distant from, but out of sight of 
all human habitation, was placed with sad, not 
sorrowful solemnity, the corpse of James Gray. 
Much of superstition then lurked, and some yet 
lurks along Chartier, and soon from “ Gray's 
Grave,” according to report, issued sounds at 
eve, which drove more than the strolling boy far 
away from where the chilled wnagination coukd 
give terrible meaning to the echoing winds ; and 
where a sight might appear, too horrible for hu- 
man courage to behold. The spot dark, tangled 
and lovely from nature, became deserted and 
desolate. Long and mournfully was pronounced 
“Cray's Grave.’ 

“ Man ought not to war with the dead,” is one 
of those humane injunctions not in every case 
easy toobey. The harsh feelings of man against 
James Gray, woukd have yielded, however, to 
the commen law of forgetfulness, had not his 
child remaimed to revive every bitter reflection 
on lis memory. Whatever, not ut kindoess, for 
that she never enjoyed, but mitigation of hatred, 
Julia had experienced on the part of her step- 
mneotber during the life of ber father, now van- 
tshed; and this fine child, who toherited the 
angehe disposition, and was a living minature 
of ber departed mother, had tor three years to 
eodure unremitting torture, ‘Thos, uncloathed, 
except in rags, uated, except on the retuse of 
a kitchen, and compelled to sleep, af sleep she 
could, and straw and filth, passed the years 
of a child entitled to a meh iohertanec, the 
property of her mother, 

Ou the very day of lus burial 
whom Gray had been security, 
and fully satisfied all present, that lus enyage- 
ments were tully provaded for, And as sau 
as legal means were also provided, to yove hun 
a discharge, this man, made complete settloweat 
with, and considerably enlarged the estate. 

~ What ws every bodys lrainess is no one's 
vanother saying, of much more 
general appheatun, thao that death operates as 
a treaty of peace between the dead and hying. 
It was every day rendered more amd more ob- 
vious, (hat Juha ought to be iaken out of the 
hands of ber persveutor, Pity w a natural 
feeling, and when at lead. tu relief, an alinost 
divine fechog; but pity ts te vten a barren 
waste of sympathy. Julia Gray, appeared, in 
despite of any commisseration fel. in ber favor, 
to be destined to rise to matunty destitute of 
education, and moral culture, but [rom this state 
of thraklorn she seemed at over 
still more dreadful fate. One evenmy late mau- 
turinn, she had been more than usually beaten, 
and driven, brutsed and bitterly weeping, to her 
pallet of straw. 

The next morning the shrill voice of Jane 
Gray .tor the first ime, failed to rouse the tremb- 
hng Julia. Callafter call obtained no respunse, 
and the irritated step-mother rushed into the 
kitchen venting threats, butno Julia was there. 
Every one about the farm was roused, and the 
alarm that Julia Gray was mussing, soon spread 
over the neighbourhood, but all search was im 
vuin—net a trace of the lost gurl was to be 
fiend. 

The not idly terrified Jane Gray, made, for 
once um her lle, eve ry effort in favor of humar- 
ity, whibet her own danger became « very mo- 
ment moreemimnent. “ Murder.’ first whispered, 
was soon audibly, and long before wight, loudly 
sounded im her ear, and the enraged whabitants 
were only calmed by ber arrest. 

Io this inoment of excessive agitation, and 
vlently uroused passions, when the woman 
changing a comfortable home for a prison, and 
crus’ by the wrath of her fellow creatures, 
the conduct of the Raybeld fainly and their 
next neighbour, Patrick O' Doyle, excited no 
small asionshment. in ber extremity, Jane 
Gray found no friends, but she found, where 
and like all avaricious men, timed to extreme, 
she least expected, two mea, and vue of these 


man for 
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business is 


snatched by a 





; 
je 


a very influential man, who ‘ in the 
apinien that she was cuneate en alleged 
me 


rder. 

Only those who hare observed society with a 
ecrutiniaing cye, can ever pereeive the singular 
and often very deep moral influcuces, operating 
on trials of hfe and death tler true poution 
Jane Gray could not understand, bot she felt, 
and deeply felt her danger. In herself or in 
Tetrospect of her life ne cousolation offered, and 
im sectety, except those purchased by her money, 
one man only, Solomon Rayfield, entered her | 

i and spoke of hope and meee. Every | 
egal dela under pretext of still findiag alive 
the lost Julia, having been exhausted, the day of 
trial came, and with it an alinost universal opia- | 
ton of certain conviction. 

The charge was supported by evidence en- 
tirely circumstantial, but as the trial advanced, 
cir esol cr seemed to combine 
with irresistible force. The defence rested on 
the body not being found, and on the evidence 
of Patrick O' Doyle. This testimony stated, that 
the deponent \. ith several others had been the 
day be the evasion of Julia, employed in re- 

iriag some part of the mills belonging to Ms. 
ray; that a very heavy rain had so swelled the 

, that he was competied to remain all might 
in Mrs.Gray's house; and that with an intention 
of returning home, he ruse very carly in the 
morning ; and saw and spoke to Julia outside of | 
the house, Finally O Doyle closed by observing. 
that he “ Wondered not at seeing the chile out of 
or before day, Knowing the ways of the fam- | 
ily.” 

Notwithstanding the closing remark Doyle's | 
testimony was very decisive in favour of the 
prisoner at the bar:—but still, that a temale 
child of eight years of age,coukl, in the cold and | 
wet of November, with creeks flowing ‘ull, leave | 
the neighbourhood, seemed next to unpossible. | 
That by some means the lost child had been | 
drowned, became at length the setiled epinion of 
court and audience, and also of the ag t but 
with them was lef the awful yee or no, did she | 
fall by accident, or by the hand of her unnatur- | 








condemned, but applause came from the far 
greater number, and what ia of infinitely more 
censequence to ine, | have a self-approving and 
| Srmualy believe a God approving conscience. 
But let us proceed. 

Se long and so bitterly had Julia suffered 
every apectes of hardetup, aad rf hot even 
did she cacape, that she scemed to devour some 
warm oulk and bread, and in a few moments 
fell to a sound sleep on the lap of my wife. If 
our feelings had not been must powerfully en- 
listed in her cause, our excitement would have 
been roused to the utinest while look on her 
angel face, as she seeme | to me in gladness. 
A voice went to my inmoat soul, saying,“ That 
child is given to thy care.” 

“ And as far as ot is given me,” I in- 
morny breathod, the trust shall be faithfully ful- 
2.” 


My ae was instanly formed, and | knew 
Patnek Doyle too well to conceal from bim 
that purpose, and i," Juha must not 
be returned to her." — 

“Returned,” vehemently interrupted O' Doyle, 
“No. Id take ber oa my back myself aad beg 
before—bad luck to her.” . 

“TL have reasons,” | repliel,* which I cannot 
expiain, for what Tam tu propose,—Julia mast 
be concealed and taken out of this part of the 
country. [then detailed the plan of proceed- 
ing, winch as I came to a close, U' Doyle with 
one of his i itable expresi of face, mut- 





tered — 

“ Mother Gray will be"—and pausing a mo- 
a finished by,“ She deserves it,come what 
will.” 

His thought flashed on we all, and in one 
breath responded, b ing O' Doyle's Dre 
diction,” Will be with murder,” which 
1, however, carried out by exclaiming, “ s0 let 
her be charged, the charge will be only for 
what she has morally committed. Well docs 
she deserve all the terrere ef even a conviction 
for a crime, it is evident she has no compunc- 
tion against committing; and we have the 
means in our hands to saated the child from the 


' alstep-mother. Twodays the triallasted before tsp of Jane Gray, and in the last extremity 
| the Jury was sent to their room, having received $ave herself from death, if even convicted. 


| 


a brief and rather vague charge from the bench, | 
but a charge inchning ty acquittal. Two mgtis 
and one day more, dud the Jury remain engaged 


the second day 


I then proceeded to a matters; secre- 
sy, it was mercly and indeed scarcely nooessa- 
ry wenjon. We had hung boen preparing to 


‘im earnest recapitulation and comparing the tes- send my son Warden to Princeton, within a few 
| timony, and on the morning 


miles of which revaded a farmer in good circum. 


{returned iuto court. The room and yard was stances, and a very particular friend of m) self 


crowded, yet a pin dropping would have been and family, and also a cousin of Mary 


“ay- 


\heard. The convulsive subs of the woman whose ton, the mother of Juha. ‘Te this man and his 


| which broke the dread sleace. 


life depended on (wo words, were the only sounds 
At length the 
decisive “ NuT GUILTY,” was read. | 


| If the character of man is mysterious in any 


lone thing more than —_— is in their general | 


conduct, in cases of acquiltals on charges involy- | 
ing life and death. Jane Gray, pale as a statue, 


| sata few moments after hearing of her escape, 


| then clasped her hands to her temples, uttered a this mornin 


piercing scream, and fell senseless; and in a 
state of infantile weakness was conveyed to her 
home under the care of Solomon Rayfield, who 
alone stood by her through the storm. 

The acquittal of a Jury often prolongs life, 
but where a strong suspicion of blood-yuidtiness 
fastens on the public mind, it is difficult: to cou- 
ceive life to be held under any other more 
dreadful tenure. Existence is in such cases a 
lingering death, and such was the case of Mrs. 
Jane Gray. It is true, the dews and rains of 


others ; the sun shone and the winds blew as 
genial upon her tields, as upon the fiekls of others, 
—her harvests, her orchards, and her stock, were 
no more hable to blight, miklew, or disease, than 
were those of her neighbours. To her well con- 
| structed and well managed mills, the adjacent 
inhabitants brought their grain. 

lo brief, if any difference in prosperity, as far 
as wealth was concerned, it was perceptible a 


But, still that prosperity was without soil, a 
black and scowhnay gloom Lung over the whole 
scene. For wani of direct p yehe had not been 
ahe regarded by the public, and the tone of hu- | 
indi = See ke) aed 
indignation is casily or quickly appeased in an 
t r case. -That A meow be which oun 
r by time, and which death alone can ob- 
literate, was made on every heart, and “ The 
murdered Julia,” came to rememberance when- 
ever Jane Gray, or her history came to remeim- 
berance. 
So passed ten more tedious years. 
* . * . * > 
During the most part of the interveniag period 
of ten years, | had been absent, and only occa- 


atly change, before public | 


wite, | was determined toc Julia, and ne- 
ver Was coniidence better placed. For the mo- 
ment, however, we were pet to our utmost re- 
sourves to carry our design into effect, as, while 
we Were covcerung measures, and still \efore 
day actually broke, all was uproar at Gray's. 
Very sekiom had poor Julia beeu permitted to 
rest on Ler wretched pallet at open day, and 
the shrill vowe-of Jane Gray mn a 
louler and louder key, calling Juba, at leayth 
acutually reached our eage Not a moment 
was to be lost, and we were adinirably aided by 
the coal O' Doyle, who suapping his fingers ex- 
claimed, 

* Do you fix things; I'W go over there,” and 
away be waslike an arrow. We hastily con- 
veyed the litle sleeper to ap upper reom with 
my dongtor to watch over ber, and I then fol- 
lowed O' Doyle. 

One of the tretexclamations made by Jane 


Heaven fell upon her fields, ax upoo the fickis | Gray, when Julia was Gest mined was, where 


is O' Doyle?" —and when the man himself macic 
his appearance with a face expressing,“ whut 
is the matter here?" —the gow almost distracted 
woman ran to meet hun crying,“ Julia oh! Ju- 
j ha,’ aod oh! Mr. O'Doyte, you see nothing 
tof Julia?’ 
| O Doyle stepping short, and with a stare, 
which no man but an Irishman, ever could as- 
sume, after a long breath amewered her by re- 


: h » fe Gray fi . | petition, 
more thaa common share fell on the Gray farm. | Pet = eS a 


“ Mr. O' Doyle what time did you rise?” 
“ What tune did | re?” replies O Doyle, as 


puvished axa murderess, but yet, as such was | Hin the utmost surprise at the question—" why 


this morning, shure,” 

“Oh! heavens, Mr.O’Doyle, did yousee noth- 
ing of Juha?” 

“ 1 see nothin af Jfis? sartin what could 
1 see of the chile? To be plain Misthress 
Gray, these are strange questions; an to be 
more plain Madam, if [ d'dat see you I heard 
you put'n her to bed bast mght.—Sure you ought 
to know bether than me,how she got out ufe 
gy 

The first part of this reply was too much for 
the terrified woman, the close she heafd not, 
but it was not wasted i air, as a pumber of the 





sionally received and exchanged a letter with 
my old friend Rayfield, to whose house | hast- 
ened on my return, Sprigs of the almond tree 
had crowned the old farmer and his wife, and 
their danghter had become a fine young woman. 
My reception was cordial, the evenimy very fine, 
amd the loomment van glanced his yeliow beans 
over the hills and valhes, and over the Groy 
farm, which spread from us eastward a rich land- 
scape. 

* Jane Gray, is she yet living?" [ demanded, 

“A living death,’ rephed Mr. Rayfleld, * but 
friend Mark, if you have been surprised at the 
first part of ber history, you will be more aston- 
ished at the latter. Jane Gray, now lying in 
the house she once called her own, under the 
protection of Warden Rayfield, my son, and has 
wife Julia, once Julia Gray.” 

I actually started to my feet, repeating,“ Julia 

y!" and sunk back op my chair, still repeat- 
Juha Gray! 

“Ves! Julia!” replied father, mother, and 
daughter together; * The supposed murdered 
Julia, is now the matron of yonder mansion, aod 
our beloved, daugijer and sister.’ 

“Cansuch vlad tidings be trues’ I responded, 
as soon as TE recovered from my trance of aston- 
ishinent. 

© Yes! true,’ replied the whole family together, 
“as the ways of Gud are just,” and continued 
Mr. Rayfield, * we have yet tine to pass over 
events endiig so heart-pleasing, before supper.’ 





| 
| 
| 


| destangeisly 


| 


| 


| 
| 


| 


Isat astatue of attentron, and the old historian 
proceeded. 

“ You ne doubt rev ember the hitthe Julia and 
the mysterious circomstances attending her dis 
appearance and alyothe trial of Jane Grray. The 
real facts of the case were only Koown to the 
persous here present, to our sou Warden, and 
to Patrick OF Doy ke Before | proeeed to relate 
those facts, 1 must do yustice tothat man; by 
saving, that ver) few men, educated of uacde 
cated, ever exceeded him i cuel, deterunued 
couraye in presence of tund; and 
farther, none can cxcoed hin to purity of pur 
pose. oboct thatit was his evidences that 
saved Jane Gray trom connetion, by deposiy 
that the saw and spolee to Julia, on the om 
of her disappearance. 


of Course 
ou res 
rong 


ve we had all toe much 


to adroit our 
appearance of nature. “Phe toon had jus 
the full about two days, but the sky was o 
cast, theretore, it was one of those morn 
which from dietioguishig 
break. Patrek thea in Mes. Gray 
have no dealt provacdentially 
awaked lony betore day, but not beng 
usky 
though the day had dawned and rose in order to 
retare to hes own hese. The roo he sk prua 


That morning was o 


reason to remember forgetting the 


prevents us 
& heepease 
detamed tl 
abl 


troem light frome tual 


j wasonly divided by a plank partition from tl. 


patlet of poor Juba, aud we supose, that ti 
nose he necessinily made, roused the poor dis 
tressed girl, and thatin the alarim she 
oaly of ber ste p-mother.—bat be th, 
she started up aud rushed tranteally from the 
house, pursued by the astomahed OF Dayle. stu 
touk the road directly towards Charteer, and to- 
wards this Louse. Such was the effect of her 
terror that she very closely approached the sull 
foamy creek, beture the re ally active OP Dh le 
could overtake and sexze ber wo his aries. bles 
veace did not tall kindly om her car tor the 
first tune, and it now came soothiagly to her 
artjas her waking senses returned 
eiher tylus tantly breast, and in place 
of bearmy ber buck to her stepmother 
throuvh the creek and bure her ity this house 
We were all up and around the dripping man 
and child moa fow moments and had a fire kind 
led before O Dole conunenced bis explana 
thon, which closed with the most batter’ bel duck 
to her,’ that Lever heard hint express. 

When | romeomber the + ondition of the 
ing child, Christian charity seems extioet iw my | 
breast. Wheo bereft of ber wet, to put on dry 
and warm clothing, ber tender links 
ove series ofl wounds aad stripes. 

My own share in the affairs of Juba Gray, so 
long accounted for by the pubhe, by every sug- 
gestion but the true one, was even a mystery to 
my family and © Doyle, at the moment of her 
evasion, A yuu will soon receive what will coo 
vince you of the correctness of my" proceedings 
Whee my real mot-ves were daclooad to the 
publec 10 this vicinity, some few there were who 


therapist 
‘tas at tnuy 


Cashed 


| 
uller 


showed 


| complete 


neyhbours had already arrived, and others 
levery moment appearing, and just as O' Doyle 
| closed to hum rather lengtiy ejaculations, and | 
jcame close to where he was standing,a hoarse 
and very angry voice was beard. 

| “She hoows very well what has become of 
her husband's clikd,” andina tone still more 
j loud aud angry, another wre rose, If Juba 
Gray is not found, and alive and well, Jane 
Giray shall be tound.” 

I now exerted myself toturn every attention 
|to search, but long ere now TE tound it necessa- 
iry to keep Mrs. Gray under my own protection, 

and within ber own howe. Prom the decent 
and reflecuny part of the crowd, she had no 
personal danger to fear bat there were on the 
ground numerousvery diferent characters, and 
some hall mtoxicated, whose threats were not 
to be disregarded, or easly resisted, and im 
fact, there were but two awa present, OF Doyle 
and myself, whe did not agree in opmmen that 
Juha was murdered. We, you are aware, 
could not, and miyselfin at especial manner, as 
you will see, disclose the Guth, without an utter 
abandonment of our plans Under the necessi- 
ty of protecting Jane Gray | was reheved from 
what |} must koow was a /rustless searct, but 
about twoom the afternaw, a very serwus re- 
flecting though plan manand a justice of the 
peace called me to one sice, and then observ od 
solemnly, 

“Mr. Rayfield Fam dreading every moment 
to hear that the body of Juba Gray as towiud 
and if itis, aml covered wilh the rays. in which 
she was usually exposed, Cat muserable wou 
wall be sad lof us, who wish te 
leave her to the laws of God and man, will not 
nt ber destrmetion. Aad ayane 


aw stall tree 


torn to paces 


be able to pres 
finehed an 
any how 

yet outot te way [rey | 
woud bastened woeto the bomee wad ante the eon 
which Mrs. Garay wa 


Strange as 


altera long purse he 
solennite tone budrealevenuy 


 mlaall by 


pecny an little short oo 
itaeay = ar, 
thone she ceeded 


distraction it Was 


oute amd one for reli! 

danyer, wad no omy presence te 
nd passive. Tt was no tune 
cither delay or tmoplaced dheacy, ant im tew 
words | told her soothiagl that Tdtd not ay 

charge of murder, but that I 
in an eorged multitude 
chance of patection was under 
earm ot leval authority. she subsatted evon 
bankfully, aod the tman wa supgyested ity ne 


Cessty made outa warrant and she was pot in 


satety in her 


eat cable for 


welt pote ane thee 
could wot re 


‘ stable 
red again anther of those ives 
ws oof been character tr 
thet Mee. Jape Gray was 
,ofeven a common eoustabl 
wurrant, than threats against tyr 
io the afferoon, the 
taf the wrochod wetun of ber 
ted frou her home toa prison 
1y Your Labs Mark Ua i" 
that you thiok (he athur wasearried tug far, tut 
Tthink otherwioe, and Pb onmaat expla 
A othe proeceduages 


un 
+ stony le 
od, ound bate 

sheril arrived 

own cruelly wa 


"Veal ia 


Camis 


waiver 
one tu my share 
myseti and Joes Gray, thew nev 
shap, but om tie part 
fideues In tu 
cre of his uounpaired facilities 
he came to with me a request 
and to he ssrnes 

Todraw up the wall | readily comsent 
utor PE did sot coment without 
mock persuasion. Lat | did consent, and the 
will was duly executed, ant deposited im my 
hands. Three very respectable men of 
county were witoeeses, TL hept an open copy 

On this will was cudorsed. an order, that at 
ned until Juba Gray. the dauph 
Way 
or i case of her teath, or beastly, by 
comentot the oxnecutor.in epen court, An 
cond endorsement named im, an also ft had! 
named within, whole and sok cxecutor 
endorsement, no allusion vas made 
Gray, the second wile. 

Dut to meas mations tumed out, aad until 
the will would be opened andits copteats made 
public, only known to me, James Gray by an 
inconsisteucy too common in wile, left the cus 
tad) of los daughter to the fullcontrol af her step 
mother. Hemy the only perso acquainted with 
the provistons of the will, and knowing the wwe stri- 
a. legal disputes that would follow a duclo- 
sure of the caitence of Julia, or the opeamg of 


rWwaea 
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1 bewlth, wee on Caniple ts 
Wany yours 
be ore ‘ius deatl 
todguaw hee will 
cutor 
ed, but to be exer 


sbecven bel apert bre cope 


ter of the test eter eigiteen year of aye 


on 
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to Jane 
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} Au! — tat Iter 


| Your wish 


Lowitl bree cme 


the will on the supposition of her death, and far- 
ther, that every humane and prudent considera- 
tren vy epee the orphan urged ber being kept 
out of the power of her step-mother, | had the 
important paper deposited as the law directed, 
after the th of the futher, and used my au- 
thonty to prevent its being opened until the pe- 
read cok pase at the end of whieh Julia would 
reac r full of eyghteen, urging the pow: 
bility of her betang alive, as no front proof of 
her death had beeb produced. Mre. Jane Gray 
could not oppose any serious opposition to this 
course withoat advancing on the assumption of 
the death of her step-daughter, which, if she had 
done, the whole mine of Latent .usproion ageinet 
her wouk! have been blown into a tame; there- 
fore, she was compelled to let matters rest, 

Some informality there might have been in all 
t Proceedings, yet pot such as to superin- 
duce mjustice, baton the contrary, to secure the 
reverse. Jane Gray was tefl in possession of 
the eatate, but wader my eye; and reganting her- 
self as ultimate and fult hetress, she admimeter- 
edit well, She was indeed tefl to the ma - 
ment of hor affairs, as her house was, except . 
her servants and work peopl>,a solitude. On 
her brow and in her heart sat cankering, de- 
vouring care with sleepless waketul 
fore her keen senso appeared two Hnpending 
casualties, to ber abke dreadful, She sharea 
with the public, the opmivn that Juha had been 
actually drowned, of course shuddered at the 
consequences to herself of the fact bemg by an 
means rendered certain; for though wall 
knew she couhd not be again brought before a 
court of justioe, for the » yet that popular 
vengeance would be in roused. The latter 
danger she had frequent causes to apprehend, 
by murmur which reached her ear from tune 
to time. 

In almost any supposable case, except that of 
Jane Gray, in which a wonan endured the sus- 
picion of having murdered her husband's chikl, 
the reappearance of that child in life must have 
been hailed by the suspected party asa bene- 
faction from heaven, but auch were the peculiar 
tatricactes of guilt and ruin which covirened 
Jane Gray, that it was doubtful to me,and Thad 
more means of comprehending ber strugyles 
than any other person which she most dreaded, 
the certamty ot the hfe or death of Juha. We 
leave her now, however, to the inthetions of re- 
morse, shame, and never dying or sleeping anx- 
iety, and follow the footsteps of the object of her 
fears, 

t have already mentioned, that at the time of 
the disappearance of Julia, wo were preparing 
to send our son Warden to Princeton College, 
& circumstance very happily well known in our 
beighborhoud, therefore, on the fourth myght af- 
tor the catastrophe, my son with the littl charge 
were far on their way beforeday break, With 
letters from me, by diligence they both reached 
safely the house of my friend Kingwood Lay- 
ton, in New Jersey. Thin truely honest and 
gould man hada wile deserving such a hushand, 
and before two days were over hithe Juha was 
deep in the affections of both, they were them. 
selves chiktioss. ‘To this worthy couple | dis- 
closed the whole lustory of Julia. Between Mr. 
Layten and my son, it was arranged that Julia 
should pass under the name of her mother Ma- 
ry Layton, and as an orphan reltion of Ring- 
wool Layton, ‘This latter was true m= fect. 
Warden was fixed at Princeton, and little Ma- 
ry soon as happy as infant innocence, health, 
am! kind treatment could make her, became 
the chermhed child at Ringwood farm. 

Except the trial of Mes. Gray, which was as 
Thave already stated delayed as long as law 
would admit, ten more years men away. 

With us bere on Chartior, the ordinary mendents | 
of life only came wad wet to mark the 
tone. 
Hingwowl, aud by his letters and those of Mr. | 
Layton, we learued with uomined delight the | 

ot Mary. 

ttle spirit’ says Lavtonin one of hie! 
letters, she um by tures a bee. an angel, and a| 
sky lark-—she is sometimes all three at once, 
By the hands of a travelling painter, | have bad | 
herdrawn at her spinning wheel, yes! at her 
wheel, for she would have ove, declares it 
is the finest buazing. play thing she ever saw. 
By the first good chance you shall have the pre- 
ture—we have what is worth ten thousaad such 
pretures’—and se he ran on, and we were made. 
glad by many more of hun letters. 

The most striet imjunctions were lad on all) 
parties, to ave before Mary any allusion | 
to her real history, and as years of poy and 
gladness past, the medents of her unhappy | 
tofaney faded and became dim. Of her father 
she had lost all recollection, and her step-moth- | 
er, well remembered, appeared as an imturtiate 
wretch to whieh in her orphan state she had | 
heen exposed. The olyeets of either joy or sor- 
row inpenied on our infant immed, is perhaps 
never obliterated, though 
not yive the 
trons. It wasobserved of Julia Gray. that any 
harsh expression made in her hearing tell se 
heavily on ber mind as to long depress het aye 
rits, and that she shrugk with disyust and ber 
ror from any woman, to any manner resembling 
her step-mother. Prom fourteen to seventeen 
she was sent to bethl 
hear no s but those of Kindness and har 
mony where she saw po fiyures to reeall ber 
terrors , - and where she loarned ouly what wae! 
useful ornamental and elevating to learn At 
her home at Kingwood, agai she met only ten- 
derness. 

Long before Julia had completed her euh 
teenth year, and before Warden Rayteld had 
completed or would consent that he had coer 
pleted bis studies, we learned, at first indeed 
with pai, that the foehu os of couse ae they 
called each other, had taken a far wore serous 
turn, and deeper satensity Bron hes lespane 
Childhood, Dbad endeavoured by hiuduess aod 
attegtion to hianas a tational bem te secure 
the confidence of nv sou, and to this sistance | 
received his tull coulidenes 
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could 


father, he obeerved un one of has letters 
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ry Deas tet tor OC bear tiet 
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old tan “ at 


wold we carly Odetaber 
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sweetliivc eyes ol 

our oooble t 


Kang weaned amd the 
wen al 
meal via tere de 
Dhvnicks the 
ths 
thar beatles ot te 
" a Kies 
¢ cotetonre ' 
twelltie ot thes 
turn savity, 
Pion Mary 
had te om jist» 
ry, ae tes leteow thal 
ber was ber bat 
das was the completione 
When Me Layton pre 
stotad the macd towedtth, Maar 


cmcd theretore to reniaue 


with we y very taturally 


| miaprprernenad what was tivleed tnost true town ew 


| ehaamed 


| 


te t she little comcemwed, reyandted the leliy os 
an afled thotate attention to her, treaboualy en 
dear une le could say ue 
hertewrs spoke yratitucde 
oot lew perinenese 
tance wan this tweltth of Chote 

tow retired to rest. To 

Was hota viyht ot rent 

The whole cireumstaness of the 
and iny owl responsibility 
Though mm a retrospectiog, | could remerniber 
nothing exerting sell reproach, yet | could pot 
repress a fevermh anawty oo account of the 
now noble women, the once brumed 
and shuvermyg child brought onder my roof and 
protection, by means so extraordinary and at 
tended with such stoking Circumetances. The 
future also offered unages darkly seen, bul of 
fearful presenrs lu a tew days the stranger | 


Mary Layton » vuld be changed to the weallhy 


Lattle suri 


pasecd in review 


bleeding 


Be- | ductive la 


passing | 
In the vacations, Warden retired to! shure that's her name, and MiathresaQGray, save 


Julia Gray, and my son—thus revalving the 
past and present ~~ 


The next wmoraiag cpened tet afl 


the OD Eee of 00 Soar « ume, but it 


id my Bible on the table, 

down arotod me, | observed 
“ Thie will restore my spirits.” I then 
and we chanted together that ) Be 
aceptic could ever hear unmoved, the tweaty- 
third Psalm. 

After the morning duties, and our breakfast 
was over, | called the whole into the 
foom in which we are now ng, and setting 
Mary Layton beakle myself, and pointing to the 
fine eastern laniscape in the midet of which 
beautiful proture spread the Gray farm. Whilst 
Mary whose taste of the works of nature and 
rural scenery wis exquisite, had her eyes and 
mind fixed on the scene before her, | 
roll of paper, observing 
ed to read, All was attentive and I in a slow 
and sulema tone read a narrative of the events | 
hare now related. As the ruading advenced, 
the mind of Mary was vihirese rum the se- 

mi her every faculty en- 

by t ula. She actually 

the place where she then sat, and follow - 

ed the path of the suffering chit, Thad adopt. 
ed her own real name. At length she raised 
her neenins ¢ es to Heaven, and then leaned 


. 
ve out 


ved, bat she interrapted me nut, though 

fore my reading was closed ong a 

vinced that she was the Julia Gray of my ta 
Asle and wae dropping the roll on 

table, she fell om her knees leaning on mine. 

breat! “oh | have inteed been a bra 

hed from the fire.” Aad again, but saudi- 

y to us she sent her thanks to where they 


were . 
From a situation really too panty 
fulto be lung cuamastell, we were reo 
another face poeping in at the dour. Tt was the 
rough bot kindly expressive vage of Patrice’ 
O'Deyle, who had been thus long purposety 
kept out of sight. It haw beea observe’, 
that the human eye & nut only the window but 
the sun of the haman heart. The imterveoin 
years, which had greatly myself 

my wile and deughfer, and even our house. had, 
except changing a few of his hairs to grey, made 
very few changes on (" Doyle. With her re- 
collections eolivened by the reading of my pa- 
per, the moment Jatia saw O' Doyle, she almost 
screamed hie mame, and ina moment more her 
arms was clasped rewad her manly preserver. 

After sane onder had been restored, O Doyle 
with w sarcastw emile, observed " FPeth that's 
more than bexpicted, and mach more than I 
got thes mornin over the creck.” 

“What dil you get over the creek this morn- 
tog Patrick?" TP rephed. 

“ Foest,’ says Petr hk. “1 got a message, 
while at the maf, (at madam wanted! to spare 
tome, end by goad luck | wanted to spake to 
her, so FE weat up wel my hat in my hand. 
© Good mormn Mither O Doyle, says she. Ob! 
I always know when thie Misther comes that a 
recret is fished fr, and | bowed as much at to 
say, “your will Misthress Gray.” “© Misther 
O'Doyle,” says she,“ I'm tould that there's a 
lady arvvod at Mr. Rayficlds.” 

“ A young lady," saya l, lookiag at her, 

* Ves, says she, a young lady, aud they say her 
name is Mary Layton.” 

“ Mary Layton, wed | Layton, says 1, study- 
tog a bit wid my hand to my ear, and then 
tould ber, looking fullia ber faee, Aye to be 


tore by 


Linmny torn, wast of that the name of Me. James 
GCiray's first wife’? — et my coustuns Tsaw the 


| tradam had no notion to give secret for seeret, 


but sect? will te giec me scamething else I 
dida't want, an Pimade a step or tro backwards 
towards the cowl, for she had a purty stout stele 
in her hands. Set batug my retrate, | esyes 
“Oh madam ovo ae hope, but they say 
that the young lady at Misther Hayflekls is as 
ke as two pame to fle fired Misthress Gray — 
@ relation moay be.’ Hut before I aakt the be 
question of imyelf, Pwas by myelin the big- 
road; aml saye | apam te mysilf, Misthress 
Gray, you Il sage kaow all ahout ut, you will. 

Lander the exenses of fatigae and tidiepos- 
thon, neither hemy altogether confounded , Joie 
was kept as furas possible owt of er bt, but se 
penetrating is curtomnty. and se vague popular 
report, that the week afler her arrival had net 
passed, until it was over the whole adjocent 
country, that «a relation di the first Mra. Gray 
was come torward to clan the estate auader 
some plea that it carne ail retained on Cheer 
leyal beirs of the fest wah Theugh weall the 
varied shapes at ouch reports, My ny 
‘wae net a suritise of ‘be 
real truth wos tormeod. “Phe strony resemblance, 
fverntly behove reported by OF Doyle to torture 
Mire Giray, and the umty “uf namer, was base 
enouph tor chis tovented pyraniued, 

We tound oo this occas, how deep and en 
during had been the repression on the putele 
mind of the ual murder of Juli, and the 
equally str Y tnpressed contulence, that 
Vrovadeuce would on fittioy tee, reveal the 
crime and brag to puntestanemt the perpetra 
tor, Awtby a very nateral operation of that 
sete of pa tice so salutary to beta socsety, | 
verily beheve Mes. Gray was protected io yreat 
prart fron personal vishenee 
ed as the rescrved rete of fomreance, 

As reports were ¢rosstoy and offen conteadet 
mg each other, the eventfal twellth passed, aud 
i sertage let a tererertanaye with Mee. Ciray, in presenee 
of the two surviving wife snes 
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